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Adversity, in a word, has made the French of the Third Republic a more suspicious people than the nation which fell into the snare of the mendacious telegram of Ems. France has been bruised and buffeted by England, humiliated and flouted by Germany. Even a race less eminently intelligent could not fail to learn something from so harsh an experience. When one has been the dupe of one's generous sentiments and of one's doctrinaire notions of right, only two refuges are left, sainthood or common sense. French foreign politics have begun to become practical, after having been as sublimely and as dangerously disinterested as were those of 't'He rdeologue Gladstone. Europe still seems to find it difficult to understand that business methods and prudent self-interest can ever prevail at the Quai d'Orsay: it still thinks France amenable to blandishment and ready to follow the marsh-lights of idealism. Her friends and allies have at last learned that she realizes as keenly as Herr von Bethmann Hollweg that Europe is Europe, that Continental politics are not politics in a Ley den jar, and that the "old saying still holds good : " The weak will be the prey of the strong " ; but in 1909, 1910 and 1911 they were still unaware of the change, and the sterility of the Triple Entente was then the main characteristic of that pact.
The feeling in France in 1910 and 1911 was that the Triple Entente might not be an Alliance in the technical sense of the word, but that if it were not an Alliance, for all practical purposes, it were better broken. No Frenchman was inclined to quarrel over the choice of a word to describe the relations between France and England : modern politics are not a branch of semantics, and French experience of the connotation of the word ff Alliance/' as employed in description of the Franco-Russian pact, had not bepn calculated to arrest the growth of a salutary scepticism as to the utility of " alliances." But if the relations between England and France, if the words " Entente Cordiale "